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1
IDENTIFIER MANAGEMENT

BACKGROUND

Information Technology (IT) systems, such as cloud com-
puting systems, include a variety of identifiers, such as license
keys and IP addresses. These identifiers can be allocated to a
device upon request. Allocation of identifiers to devices can
be tracked by a system engineer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Certain exemplary embodiments are described in the fol-
lowing detailed description and in reference to the drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example of a cloud com-
puting system with an identifier management system;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example of an identifier
management system,

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system;

FIG. 4 is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system;

FIG. 5is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system;

FIG. 6 is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system; and

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an example of a system for
managing identifiers in a computing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments disclosed herein provide techniques for
managing identifiers in an IT system. The term “identifier”
refers to an arbitrary string of a predetermined fixed maxi-
mum length meant to describe a piece of information to install
or configure a system. Examples of identifiers can include
domain name system (DNS) Host names, virtual local area
network (VLAN) tags, IP addresses, virtual machine names,
logical unit number (LUN) names, license keys, etc. Aniden-
tifier can be prepopulated (i.e., created before a request for the
identifier is made) or the identifier can be generated in
response to a request, and can be limited or unlimited.

Intoday’s operations, system engineers maintain a number
of identifiers. The identifier information is typically main-
tained in spreadsheets, or as a well structured machine usable
form. However, while the existence of the identifier is man-
aged, the lifecycle of the identifier is not managed. The life-
cycle of the identifier includes creation, deletion, allocation,
release, and re-use of the identifier. Lifecycle information is
used in manual provisioning cycles, even if an automated
system is used to perform the provisioning. As a result, pro-
visioning occurs with human intervention/contribution and is
subject to error, as well as being time consuming and intro-
ducing delays. Because of the dependence of provisioning on
human intervention, a provisioning system cannot be com-
pletely automated.

An automated identifier management system can be intro-
duced to define, store, report, and manage lifecycles of iden-
tifiers. The identifiers can be maintained in a generalized form
of'strings with an associated type that discriminates the use of
the identifier. For example, an identifier “345” can be attrib-
uted a type of VLLAN tag and the string 345 can be attributed
with a type of an access list number. Often, identifiers cannot
existin duplicate in the same context. For example, VLAN ID
345 cannot exist twice in the same layer-2 network. The
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identifier management system maintains a state for identifiers
so that the identifier is not in use twice at the same time, but
can be re-used once released from a previous use.

By introducing an identifier management system, identifier
maintenance can be automated and human maintenance of
identifiers can be eliminated. The identifier management sys-
tem can be integrated with workflow systems and other auto-
mation systems, providing a fully automated service for iden-
tifier provisioning. As a result, multiple entities can be
provisioned with a single provisioning request, the element of
human error is removed, and delays are reduced or elimi-
nated.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example of a cloud com-
puting system with an identifier management system. The
cloud computing system 100 can be a public system, a com-
munity system, a hybrid system, a private system, or some
combination of systems. In an example, a cloud computing
system 100 includes a cloud 102 including a combination of
physical hardware 104, virtual hardware 106, and software
108. The cloud computing system 100 also includes a client
110. The cloud computing system 100 may include a single
client device 110 or multiple client devices 110. The client
device 110 can be a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a
tablet computer, a cellular phone, such as a smartphone, or
any other suitable device. The client device 110 can be
coupled to the cloud 102 via a wired connection or a wireless
connection. In an example, the client device 110 is coupled to
the cloud 102 via an Ethernet connection, a WLAN connec-
tion, a LAN connection, or any other suitable connection
method. In an example, the cloud 102 receives service
requests from a client 110 and returns a service result to the
client.

A cloud computing system 100 is a system in which mul-
tiple pieces of hardware and software are utilized over a
network to perform specific computing tasks. The combina-
tion of physical hardware 104, virtual hardware 106, and
software 108 is often referred to as the cloud 102. The cloud
symbol is often used to represent the abstraction of a network.

Physical hardware 104 can include processors, memory
devices, and networking equipment, among others. The
physical hardware 104 performs the actual computing and
processing required by the cloud computing system 100. For
example, the physical hardware 104 performs a computation
requested by a client device 110.

Virtual hardware 106 is a type of software that is processed
by physical hardware 104 but is designed to emulate a specific
set of hardware. For example, a particular piece of software is
designed to be run by a specific type of hardware. By running
virtual hardware 106 on top of the physical hardware 104, a
given piece of hardware can run software designed for many
different types of hardware.

Software 108 can be defined as a set of instructions and
data configured to cause a processor to perform specific pro-
cesses. These processes can be used for running applications
which are made available to an end user. Software is designed
to operate with specific hardware architecture. Hardware
architecture can indicate the format of the processor instruc-
tions. Thus, one benefit of using virtual hardware is that
multiple different hardware components can all operate the
same software.

The physical hardware 104, virtual hardware 106, and the
software 108 associated with the cloud can be configured to
receive service requests from a client device 110. The cloud
computing system 100 can then perform the desired pro-
cesses and return the result to the client device 110.

The cloud computing system 100 can also include an infra-
structure management system 112. The infrastructure man-
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agement system 112 is responsible for managing the comput-
ing identifiers of the cloud computing system 100. For
example, infrastructure management system 112 creates new
virtual hardware 106 emulated by physical hardware 104 and
installs software 108 on either physical hardware 104 or
virtual hardware 106.

The cloud computing system 100 further includes an iden-
tifier management system 114. The identifier management
system 114 is an electronic management system that tracks
the identifiers of the computing system 100 and records life-
cycle information pertaining to the identifiers. The identifier
management system 114 also receives requests for identifiers
from the client 110 and determines if an identifier is available
for allocation to the client 110.

While the computing system 100 is illustrated as a cloud
computing system, it is to be understood that the computing
system 100 is not limited to cloud computing systems and can
include any suitable type of computing system. It is to be
understood that the block diagram of FIG. 1 is not intended to
indicate that the computing system 100 is to include all of the
components shown in FIG. 1 in every case. Further, any
number of additional components can be included within the
computing system 100, depending on the details of the spe-
cific implementation.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example of an identifier
management system 114. The identifier management system
114 can be an electronic system designed to operate automati-
cally without depending on a human operator. The identifier
management system 114 includes an identifier pool 202. The
identifier pool includes a plurality of identifiers of the com-
puting system. For example, the identifier pool can include
product keys for a variety of products, DNS host names,
VLAN Tags, IP Addresses, etc. Identifiers can be pre-propa-
gated (i.e., created before a request is made for the identifier)
or an identifier can be created in order to fulfill a request for
the identifier. As such, the identifier pool may not include all
of the identifiers of the computing system. For example, the
identifier pool can include all pre-propagated identifiers, but
not include identifiers created to fulfill a particular request.

The identifier management system 114 also includes an
identifier database 204. The identifier database stores all
information about each of the identifiers in a computing sys-
tem. The information can include lifecycle information of
each identifier, including creation, deletion, allocation,
release, and re-use, as well as any additional information
about each identifier.

The identifier database 204 is managed by an identifier
manager 206. The identifier manager 206 updates the identi-
fier information in the identifier database 204 whenever a
change is made to an identifier. For example, the identifier
manager 206 can automatically update the identifier database
204 when a change to the lifecycle of an identifier is detected.
By updating the identifier database 204 whenever a change is
made to an identifier, the state of a particular identifier at any
given time is known.

The identifier management system 114 additionally
includes a reservation manager 208. The reservation manager
208 receives requests from a client 110 for an identifier. The
request can be a request for a particular identifier or the
request can be for any available identifier of a particular type.
The request includes the period of time for which the identi-
fier is to be used. The reservation manager 208 accesses the
identifier database 204 to determine if the identifier exists and
is available for the period of time. If the identifier is available
for the period of time, the reservation manager 208 returns an
affirmative response to the client 110, assigning the identifier
to the client 110 for the requested period of time. If the
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identifier is not available for the period of time, for example,
if a previous reservation of the resource for part or all of the
period of time is in the identifier database 204, a denial of the
request is returned to the client 110.

For example, a client 110 can request a license key for a
piece of software. The reservation manager 208 can access
the identifier database 204 to determine ifa license key for the
software exists and is available. If a license key is available,
the reservation manager 208 can assign the license key to the
client 110 for the period of time listed in the request. For
example, a product key can be included in a pool of available
product keys that are assigned as a request to access the
identifier is granted. The identifier database 204 can be
updated when the license key is assigned to the client 110. In
another example, a license key can be created “on-the-fly” in
response to a reservation and deleted when the reservation
ends, or recycled as a reservation ends and a new reservation
is activated. The identifier database 204 is updated when the
license key is created, updated again when the license key is
assigned to a client 110, and updated yet again when the
license key is deleted or recycled. In an example, a limited
number of license keys can exist for a particular piece of
software. When all of the license keys are assigned to clients
110, a request to access the identifier is denied until a license
key becomes available. A license key can become available
when a reservation period ends or when a client 110 sends a
request to return/release an identifier before the reservation
period ends.

Itis to be understood that the block diagram of FIG. 2 is not
intended to indicate that the identifier management system
200 is to include all of the components shown in FIG. 2 in
every case. Further, any number of additional components
can be included within the identifier management system 200,
depending on the details of the specific implementation.

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system. The method
can begin at block 302 with receiving, in an identifier man-
agement system, a request for an identifier. The identifier can
be any type of identifier, such as a product key, a DNS Host
name, a VLAN tag, an [P Address, a Virtual Machine Name,
a LUN name, or any other type of identifier. The request can
include the length of time for which the identifier is requested.

At block 304, the identifier management system can verify
availability of the identifier. In order to verify the identifier
availability, the identifier management system can access an
identifier database. The identifier database stores information
about the lifecycle of each identifier in the computing system.
The information includes creation, deletion, allocation,
release, and re-allocation of the identifiers.

At block 306, the identifier management system can return
aresponse to the requesting party. If the identifier is available,
an affirmative response is returned to the requesting party. If
the identifier is not available, a denial of the request is
returned to the requesting party.

Itis to be understood that the process flow diagram of FI1G.
3 is not intended to indicate that the method 300 is to include
all of the components shown in FIG. 3 in every case. Further,
any number of additional blocks can be included within the
method 300, depending on the details of the specific imple-
mentation.

FIG. 4 is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system. The method
400 can begin at block 402 with receiving, in an identifier
management system, a request for an identifier for a period of
time. The identifier can be any type of identifier, such as a
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product key, a DNS Host name, a VLAN tag, an IP Address,
a Virtual Machine Name, a LUN name, or any other type of
identifier.

Atblock 404, the identifier management system can deter-
mine if the identifier is available for the period of time. In
order to determine availability of the identifier, the identifier
management system can access an identifier database. The
identifier database stores information about the lifecycle of
each identifier in the computing system. The information
includes creation, deletion, allocation, release, and re-alloca-
tion of the identifiers. The identifier database is updated
whenever a change is made to an identifier in the computing
system.

If the identifier is not available for the period of time, at
block 406 a denial of the request can be returned to the
requesting party. If the identifier is available for the period of
time, at block 408 an affirmative response can be returned to
the requesting party, assigning the identifier to the requesting
party for the requested period of time. At block 410, the
identifier information in the identifier management system
can be updated to reflect the assignment of the identifier to the
requesting party.

It is to be understood that the process flow diagram of FIG.
4 is not intended to indicate that the method 400 is to include
all of the components shown in FIG. 4 in every case. Further,
any number of additional blocks can be included within the
method 400, depending on the details of the specific imple-
mentation.

FIG. 5is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system. The method
500 can begin at block 502 with receiving, in an identifier
management system, a request to extend identifier usage fora
period of time.

Atblock 504, the identifier management system can deter-
mine if there is a reservation for the identifier that overlaps the
period of time. In order to determine if there is a reservation
for the identifier, the identifier management system can
access an identifier database.

If there is a reservation that overlaps the period of time, at
block 506 the identifier management system can return a
denial of the request to the requesting party. If there is not a
reservation that overlaps the period of time, at block 508 an
affirmative response can be returned to the requesting party.
At block 510, the identifier information in the identifier man-
agement system can be updated.

It is to be understood that the process flow diagram of FIG.
5 is not intended to indicate that the method 500 is to include
all of the components shown in FIG. 5 in every case. Further,
any number of additional blocks can be included within the
method 500, depending on the details of the specific imple-
mentation.

FIG. 6 is a process flow diagram of an example of a method
of managing identifiers in a computing system. The method
600 can begin at block 602 with receiving, in an identifier
management system, a request to release/return an identifier.
A requesting party can request to release/return an identifier
for any suitable reason.

At block 604, the identifier can be returned to storage. The
identifier can be returned to storage until the identifier is
re-assigned in response to a new request. In this way, identi-
fiers can be recycled. Alternatively, an identifier can be
deleted upon return/release. For example, an identifier gen-
erated in response to a request can be deleted upon release of
the identifier by the requesting party. At block 606, the iden-
tifier information in the identifier management system can be
updated. For example, the identifier information can be
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updated to indicate the release of the identifier and the avail-
ability of the identifier for re-allocation or deletion of the
identifier.

Itis to be understood that the process flow diagram of FI1G.
6 is not intended to indicate that the method 600 is to include
all of the components shown in FIG. 6 in every case. Further,
any number of additional blocks can be included within the
method 600, depending on the details of the specific imple-
mentation.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an example of a system for
managing identifiers in a computing system. The tangible,
non-transitory, computer-readable medium is referred to by
the reference number 700. The tangible, non-transitory, com-
puter-readable medium 700 can comprise RAM, a hard disk
drive, an array of hard disk drives, an optical drive, an array of
optical drives, a non-volatile memory, a universal serial bus
(USB) drive, a digital versatile disk (DVD), or a compact disk
(CD), among others. The tangible, non-transitory, computer-
readable medium 700 can be accessed by a processor 702
over a computer bus 704. Furthermore, the tangible, non-
transitory, computer-readable medium 400 can include code
configured to direct the processor 702 to perform the methods
described herein.

As shown in FIG. 7, the various components discussed
herein can be stored on the non-transitory, computer-readable
medium 700. A first region 706 on the tangible, non-transi-
tory, computer-readable medium 700 can include a reserva-
tion manager for managing requests for identifiers. A region
708 can include an identifier database for storing information
identifier lifecycle information. A region 710 can include an
identifier manager to manage the identifier database and the
information therein. Although shown as contiguous blocks,
the software components can be stored in any order or con-
figuration. For example, if the tangible, non-transitory, com-
puter-readable medium 700 is a hard drive, the software com-
ponents can be stored in non-contiguous, or even
overlapping, sectors.

Itis to be understood that the block diagram of FIG. 7 is not
intended to indicate that the storage medium 700 is to include
all of the components shown in FIG. 7 in every case. Further,
any number of additional components can be included within
the storage medium 700, depending on the details of the
specific implementation.

While the present techniques may be susceptible to various
modifications and alternative forms, the exemplary examples
discussed above have been shown only by way of example. It
is to be understood that the technique is not intended to be
limited to the particular examples disclosed herein. Indeed,
the present techniques include all alternatives, modifications,
and equivalents falling within the true spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for managing identifiers, comprising:

receiving, in an electronic identifier management system, a
request for allocation of an identifier to a requesting
party for a specified period of time;

accessing, by the identifier management system, an iden-
tifier database to determine existence of the identifier
and verify availability of the identifier for the period of
time; and

returning an affirmative response allocating the identifier
to the requesting party for the period of time when the
identifier is verified as available for the period of time.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, in the identifier management system, a request to
extend identifier usage for a time period;
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checking, by the identifier management system, the iden-
tifier database for reservations for the identifier that
overlap the time period; and

returning a response to the requesting party.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the response is an
affirmative response granting the request when no reserva-
tions overlap the time period and the response is a denial of
the request when a reservation overlaps the time period.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, in the identifier management system a request to

return an identifier; and

returning an identifier to storage for re-allocation.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the identifier comprises
a product key, a license key, a domain name system (DNS)
Host name, a virtual local area network (VLAN) tag, an IP
address, a virtual machine name, a logical unit number (LUN)
name, or a combination thereof.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the computing system is
a cloud computing system.

7. An electronic system for identifier management, com-
prising:

areservation manager to manage a request from a client for

an identifier and to verify availability of the identifier;

a database to store lifecycle information of identifiers in a

computing system; and

an identifier manager to manage the database,

wherein upon receiving the request from the client, the

reservation manager accesses the database to verify
availability of the identifier and returns to the client a
response to the request based on the information
received from the database.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the lifecycle information
comprises creation, deletion, allocation, release, re-alloca-
tion, or a combination thereof of an identifier.

9. The system of claim 7, wherein the identifier manager
automatically updates the database when a change is made to
an identifier.

10. The system of claim 7, wherein the identifier is one of
a domain name system (DNS) Host name, a virtual local area
network (VLAN) tag, an IP address, a virtual machine name,
a logical unit number (LUN) name, or a license key.

11. The system of claim 7, wherein the reservation man-
ager accesses the database to determine availability of the
identifier.

12. The system of claim 7, wherein the reservation man-
ager returns an affirmative response granting the request
when the identifier is available and the reservation manager
returns a denial of the request when the identifier is not
available.
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13. The system of claim 12, wherein when the reservation
manager returns an affirmative response, the identifier man-
ager updates the identifier database to reflect allocation of the
identifier to a requesting party for a requested period of time.

14. The system of claim 7, wherein the identifier manage-
ment system manages identifiers in a cloud computing sys-
tem.

15. A tangible, non-transitory, computer-readable storage
medium, comprising code for identifier management that,
when executed, causes a processor to:

receive a request for assignment of an identifier to a

requesting party for a specified period of time;

access an identifier database to determine existence of the

identifier and verify availability of the identifier for the
period of time; and

return an affirmative response allocating the identifier to

the requesting party for the period of time when the
identifier is verified as available for the period of time.

16. The tangible, non-transitory, computer-readable stor-
age medium of claim 15, wherein the response is an affirma-
tive response granting the request when the identifier is avail-
able for the period of time and the response is a denial of the
request when the response is not available for the period of
time.

17. The tangible, non-transitory, computer-readable stor-
age medium of claim 15, wherein the code further causes the
processor to:

receive a request from the requesting party to extend iden-

tifier usage for a time period;

check the identifier database for reservations for the iden-

tifier that overlap the time period; and

return a response to the requesting party.

18. The tangible, non-transitory, computer-readable stor-
age medium of claim 17, wherein the response is an affirma-
tive granting the request when no reservations overlap the
period oftime and the response is a denial of the request when
a reservation overlaps the period of time.

19. The tangible, non-transitory, computer-readable stor-
age medium of claim 15, wherein the code further causes the
processor to:

receive a request from the requesting party to return an

identifier; and

return the identifier to storage.

20. The tangible, non-transitory, computer-readable stor-
age medium of claim 19, wherein the identifier is re-allocated
in response to a new request for the identifier.
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